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Mission: 

This Lesson Plan has been developed by the National Museum of Military Vehicles (NMMV) to 

facilitate scholastic visits to our institution. This Lesson Plan provides instructors with the 

framework to develop a detailed lesson plan for a field trip to the NMMV, by providing 

references to Wyoming State educational standards. This Lesson Plan is intended to serve as a 

starting point, recognizing that every School District has different standards and formats for their 

Lesson Plans. 

 

Description: 

Our military needed ways to talk to each other. They used tools like phones, radios, and letters. 

Sometimes it was hard to send messages. In these lessons, you’ll learn how people shared 

important news and how those tools helped or didn’t help during the war. 

Grade Level: K–2 

Theme: Communication in History - Military 

Lesson Duration: 2-3 class periods (30-45 minutes each) with a Visit to the National Museum of Military 

Vehicles 

Connections to Wyoming Standards 

• Time, Continuity, and Change: Students observe how communication tools have changed over time. 

• Technology, Literacy & Global Connections: Students distinguish old vs. modern tools and understand 

their functions. 

• People, Places, and Environment: Students explore how messages moved across distances and the 

physical constraints involved.  

Learning Objectives 

• Recognize that people in the past used different ways to communicate, especially in the military. 

• Identify basic military communication tools (e.g., telegraph, carrier pigeons, flags). 

• Compare historical communication tools with modern ones they use today. 
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WWI Communication Tools Vocabulary 

• Telegraph 
A machine that sent messages using special beeps called Morse code. Like 

sending secret sounds through wires! 

• Telephone 
A device people talked into to hear each other far away. Like a long-distance chat 

with a friend! 

• Radio 
A box that played voices and sounds from far away. People listened to news and 

music without seeing anyone. 

• Messenger 
A person who ran or rode to deliver messages. Like a human mail carrier during 

the war! 

• Signal Flags 
Colorful flags waved in patterns to send messages. Like using colors to say 

“hello” or “help!” 

• Carrier Pigeon A trained bird that flew with tiny notes tied to its leg. 

• Morse Code 
A way to write messages using dots and dashes. Like secret beeps that mean 

letters and words! 

• Field Telephone 
A special phone used by soldiers in battle. It helped them talk to each other 

safely. 

• Code 
A secret way to write or talk so only certain people understand. Like a puzzle 

message! 

• Dispatch Rider 
A person on a motorcycle or horse who carried messages. Like a speedy 

mailperson! 

Key Topics / Concepts 

• Why communication mattered in early on in our military: safety, speed, distance. 

• Tools used: pigeons, semaphore flags, signal lamps, couriers/trench runners, telegraph. 

• Tradeoffs: speed vs. safety, risk of interception. 

• Then vs. Now: comparing early military tools to phones, texting, email. 

http://www.nmmv.org/
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Materials 

• Cher Ami: Based on the World War I Legend of the Fearless Pigeon by Mélisande Potter 

• Semaphore Alphabet: And Numeral Signs for The Army by Anon 

• Paper messages, string or yarn (to simulate telegraph wires), optional costume props (e.g., pigeon 

headbands, courier satchels). 

• Colored paper flags (two per student or pair). 

Pre Museum Visit Lesson 

1. Story Time & Visuals 

• Read a short, illustrated story about a WWI soldier sending a message using a pigeon or semaphore 

flags. (Cher Ami or Semaphore Alphabet Picture Books) 

 

• Show pictures of WWI tools. Communication Tools of WWI 

 

Museum Visit Lesson 

Hands-On Simulation 

 

Activity 1: Semaphore Flag Messaging 

Students will learn how visual signals were used to transmit messages before modern technology, practicing 

basic semaphore flag positions and decoding short messages. 

 

Activity 2: Role-Play Communication Scenarios 

Students will explore different early military communication roles through active role-play, simulating 

message delivery methods used in the field. 

 

Comparison Chart 

• Create a class chart: 'Then vs. Now' showing how messages were sent in the early military times vs. 

today. 

http://www.nmmv.org/
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Visiting NMMV: Additional Interactive Resources 

• Students will explore inside tanks and vehicles to see the communication tools or lack of. This will 

give students the visual idea of being a part of the war with what was available for communication. 

• Students will see a signal lamp and how it was mounted to a vehicle for use.  

 

• Visiting will include classroom time with hands on artifacts of semaphore flags and morse code 

demonstrations.  

 

• WWI artifacts viewing of letters, carrier pigeon replica, and signal flags. 

Post Museum Visit Lesson 

• Matching Quiz: Match tool names to pictures/functions. 

• Students draw one early military communication tool and write a sentence about how it worked. 

• Oral Sharing: 'How is your phone like or unlike a telegraph?' 

• Drawing & Sentence: Evaluate understanding through their artwork and explanation. 
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WWI Communication Tools Matching Activity 

Instructions: Draw a line from each WWI communication tool on the left to its matching picture and description on 

the right. You can also color the pictures and act out how each tool was used! 

WWI Tool Picture (Paste Here) What It Did 

Carrier Pigeon 

 

Carried messages through 
the air 

Semaphore Flags 

 

Sent signals by waving flags 

Telegraph 

 

Sent messages using electric 
wires 

Signal Lamp 

 

Flashed light signals 

Trench Runner 

 

Delivered messages by hand 

http://www.nmmv.org/
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Wyoming’s K–2 Social Studies Standards and Common Core/ISTE-aligned technology standards.  

 

Time, Continuity, and Change (K–2) 

 

Wyoming Standards: 

SSK.4.1: Identify ways people learn about the past (e.g., photos, artifacts, stories, videos). 

SS1.4.1: Identify how people and events shape history. 

SS2.4.1: Identify how people and events have shaped local and national history. 

 

Common Core / ISTE Technology Standards: 

ELA-Literacy.RI.1.7: Use illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 

ISTE 1.3 (Knowledge Constructor): Students gather information from digital sources to build knowledge and 

make connections. 

 

Technology, Literacy & Global Connections (K–2) 

 

Wyoming Standards: 

SSK.6.1: Identify ways people use technology to communicate and meet their needs. 

SS1.6.1: Describe how technology connects people and communities. 

SS2.6.1: Explain how communication and transportation link people to each other and the world. 

 

Common Core / ISTE Technology Standards: 

ELA-Literacy.W.K.6 / W.1.6 / W.2.6: With guidance, use digital tools to produce and publish writing. 

ISTE 1.7 (Global Collaborator): Students use digital tools to connect with others and broaden perspectives. 

 

People, Places, and Environment (K–2) 

 

Wyoming Standards: 

SSK.3.1: Identify how people live in different settings and how location affects their lives. 

SS1.3.1: Describe how geography affects how people live and work. 

SS2.3.1: Explain how physical and human characteristics of places affect people’s lives. 

 

Common Core / ISTE Technology Standards: 

ELA-Literacy.SL.2.5: Create audio recordings or visual displays to clarify ideas. 

ISTE 1.6 (Creative Communicator): Students express themselves using appropriate digital tools and formats. 
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