
Battle of The Bulge
(Context for 
Discussion)



Discussion: Based on what you see on this US Army 
map, how are the Allies progressing through Nazi-
occupied France on August 1, 1944 (white boxes are 
Allies, colored in boxes are German)?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context for instructor: the line represents Allies vs German forces.This shows Allied gains in France.



Discussion: Based on what you see on this US Army map, 
how are the Allies progressing through Nazi-occupied 
France and Germany in December 1944 (Allies are blue and 
Germans are red)? How would you describe what you see?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Notes for Instructor: Point out the different compared to the first map. Zoom in to point out the heavily fought for Bastogne (Blue/red circle in the center). 





Battle of the Bulge (Definition)

December 16, 1944 to January 25, 1945

A large battle in the Ardennes Forest 
(region of Belgium and Luxembourg) 
where German soldiers concentrated 
their resources to repel Allied troops 
attempting to invade Germany.

This was the last significant push of 
German offense in the war. 



Sustainability of Armies

Many Allied tactical trucks 
were filled with equipment 
while Germany’s army was 
struggling with:

▪ Maintaining skilled labor 
▪ Supplying factories 
▪ Obtaining raw materials

GMC CCKW-353 and Red Ball Highway, National Museum of 
Military Vehicles, Dubois, WY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Notes for Instructor: Allies, unless roads were blocked, were stocked with supplies. Ask students what they think the purpose of the Red Ball Highway sign was (notice the tonnage slider to the left)



Comparison Between American and German 
Tanks

American GMC Hellcat and German 
Panzer III, National Museum of Military 
Vehicles, Dubois, WY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note to instructor: Ask students to gauge which tank was more opposing. The Answer is the Panzer III. While the Hellcat was designed to destroy enemy tanks, its gun could rarely penetrate German armor and was used to support infantry. Also, while the Panzer III was more opposing, the German army lacked engineers to make repairs.



Activity: Listening to Veteran Stories

We will now be listening to veterans’ stories via Witness to War. In 
groups, you will listen to an assigned veteran’s experience during the 
Battle of the Bulge. You will discuss your oral history with a group and 
then share your veteran's story with another group. In total, after the 
example, you will take notes on the experiences of five veterans during 
the Battle of the Bulge.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note to instructor: Make sure students have access to the oral histories via Canvas, Google Classroom, etc.


	Battle of The Bulge
(Context for Discussion)
	Discussion: Based on what you see on this US Army map, how are the Allies progressing through Nazi-occupied France on August 1, 1944 (white boxes are Allies, colored in boxes are German)?
	Discussion: Based on what you see on this US Army map, how are the Allies progressing through Nazi-occupied France and Germany in December 1944 (Allies are blue and Germans are red)? How would you describe what you see?
	Slide Number 4
	Battle of the Bulge (Definition)
	Sustainability of Armies
	Comparison Between American and German Tanks
	Activity: Listening to Veteran Stories

